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offences. For an outcast further life was virtually impossible. Baptism and meals were communal. ''After they have worked for a period of five.hours, they gather at the same place, and girdled with a white linen cloth they bathe in cold water. When they are again seated, the baker gives out loaves and the cook serves food on each man's plate. The priest blesses the food, and no man may partake of it before the prayer is said. The priest gives thanks after the meal. Before and after it they praise God as the giver of life. When they have put off their sacramental wraps, they return to work till evening, when they again take food in the same manner. If guests are present, they sit at the same table. These rites have no purifying effect unless they are performed with devout humility" (Flavius Josephus). The Manual states that only through humility of soul before the precepts of God is the body purified by sprinkling with holy water and by consecration in flowing waters. There exist two scrolls: one, previously known, discovered in an old synagogue in Cairo and preserved in Damascus, the other a scroll found in one of the Qumran caves, the Manual now in the possession of the American investigators. They closely agree textually, and Professor Dupont-Sornmer of the Sorbonne, the translator of the Qumran scroll, puts the question as to what sect both scripts may have referred. Could it be the known Essene Sect? Professor Sukenik, the leading archaeologist at the University of Jerusalem, made the same query, and clearly had in mind this sect which, however, is nowhere mentioned by name in the scripts. The very agreement between the information given in the scroll and that given by Philo and Josephus leaves open no other conclusion.1 The great importance given to the Essene religious community in the history of religion lies in its function as a transition from Judaism to Christianity within the period from the third century before Christ to the Roman subjugation 'of Palestine in 68 A.D. This transition from the ancient Jewish Talmud Sect to a metaphysical religion of marked spirituality
1 A. Dupont-Sommer, Observations stir Le Manuel de Discipline dfaouvert pres de la Mer Morte, Paris, 1951; Nouveaux Apergus sitr les Manuscrits de la Mer Morte, Paris, 1953—Collection L'Orient Ancien Illustr6.
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